
 

Elk Grove Lodge #173 
 

 

Trestle Board 

of the property, 

Brethren who trail-

ered their own full 

size tractor to the 

Lodge to cut the 

weeds on our adja-

cent property.  

Once I walked in 

to find a Brother in full rain gear pres-

sure washing the grout in the rest-

rooms because “…it looked kind of 

dirty…”, seeing different Brothers 

jumping in to help cook various 

meals. I cannot tell you how many 

times I have gone into the Lodge only 

to notice that a door now worked bet-

ter or a cabinet had been repaired. All 

these things have been done in relative 

anonymity and that is why I’ve men-

tioned no names. These Brethren were 

simply being Masons and looked for 

no reward, not even a thank you. 

 

Thank you, nonetheless, my 

Brothers. Not just for the service to 

our Lodge, but – and most importantly 

– for your example, your leadership, 

your lessons in Masonry. You teach 

me of our Gentle Craft each time you 

do these things. Teach me of selfless-

ness, of good will, of all the great ide-

als of our Institution and help me to 

want to improve and be a better man. 

 

Fraternally, 

 

 

Tim Harper 
Master 

FRIENDSHIP AND BROTHERLY LOVE: 

 
OUR OBLIGATION TO EACH OTHER, 

OUR COMMITMENT TO OURSELVES. 

 

From  the  East 

 

As the midpoint of my year is now 

here, I have thought a lot this month 

about all that you Brethren do for the 

Lodge. I’m not talking about those of 

us in “High Profile” positions, be it 

Master or President of the Temple 

Board or a Warden, though each of 

these performs critical service to the 

Lodge. I am, rather, thinking of all the 

anonymous service that I get to see all 

the time and most others don’t. And I 

have been reflecting upon the enor-

mous gratitude I have to those Broth-

ers who choose to perform it. Many 

times, I simply show up at the Lodge 

on an off time just because I’ve some-

thing to take care of and there they are, 

doing something that they simply no-

ticed needed being done. 

 

I have seen Past Masters take our 

meeting aprons home to wash and iron 

them, so we had fresh aprons for 

Stated Meeting, PMs spending their 

own money and time to get a weed 

machine and cut the weeds at the edge 
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Elk Grove Onisbo 109 

 

Our Worthy Grand Matron’s & Worthy Grand 

Patron’s Official visit was June 11th at Delta Star 

Chapter. This was my first time seeing the Grand 

Officers and the first time I had the opportunity to visit Delta Star 

Chapter.  The Grand Officers are very impressive and looked beau-

tiful in their gowns.  I’m sure Pat Hunt our Deputy Grand Matron 

is glad the official visit is over. Concerning Delta Star Chapter, 

located in West Sacramento, I loved the carpet!  I had a wonderful 

time meeting everyone.  

 

Friendship nights have begun at the various Chapters and I had the 

pleasure of being a friendship officer on June 17th at the New Hope 

Chapter down town Sacramento. What a beautiful building they 

have.  Our friendship night is August 20th. 

 

During our June 18th Chapter meeting,  we initiated 4 people into 

OES, 3 people into the Elk Grove Onisbo Chapter & 1 person into 

the Ione Chapter.  We had a number of people show up to support 

the new initiates and had a wonderful time.   

 

June 19th was our Annual Family Picnic at June Dwyer’s home.  

 

Upcoming events:  

July 9th River Cats  

July 16th Our Worthy Matron & Worthy Patron is hosting 

dinner at 6:30pm before our 7:30pm Chapter meeting.   

July 25th is our Annual Pear Festival.  Location: Pear Fair at 

Courtland .  Please contact Maggi Baum at (916/744-

1950) if you need further information.   The Elk Grove 

Onisbo Chapter will be selling (Pear Strudel, Pear Torte, 

Pear Smoothies, and Pears of course.) Last year everyone 

had so much fun that I would encourage everyone to come 

out.  Gary & I will be at the booth working from 11am – 

2pm so stop by and say hello.  

October 9th at 12noon is our Annual Fashion show – Boutique 

& Luncheon.  Cost is $13/person. Location: Elk Grove 

Masonic Center, 9829 Waterman Rd. For tickets and in-

formation contact June Dwyer (916/714-3639) or Debbie 

Phulps (916/525-3326).  

Sisterly Love 

Michelle Knackstedt (Martha) 
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From the West 

 
Many of you may not realize that the 

deadline for presenting an article for 

the July Trestle Board to our editor, 

Larry Scott , is June 20 .  I probably 

would have missed this deadline 

were it not for the fact that Michelle 

Knackstedt already presented an arti-

cle to Larry for Eastern Star. Being 

shamed by my better half once again, 

I am writing this article on June 19th. 

 

We just completed our PA Dutch dinner last weekend, and I 

can report that approximately 45 were in attendance, and it 

looked like a good time was had by all. It seems, however, that 

the dinner was scheduled at a busy time of the year, and that 

many simply could not attend. The DeMolay boys assisted with 

the dinner, and I can report that they made $260 for their chap-

ter. Congratulations boys, and thanks for the assist. 

 

This morning, we had our monthly pancake breakfast. Tom 

Pryor, my wife Michelle, and I manned the kitchen. The 

monthly pancake breakfast was started to provide the Lodge and 

its concordant bodies with a monthly event for food and fellow-

ship. In an effort to incite more interest, DeMolay, Eastern Star, 

Job’s Daughters, and Rainbow Girls were offered the next 4 

months of pancake breakfasts. Job’s Daughters is going to be 

cooking in July, on the third Saturday in July which is July 17th, 

from 8:00 am until approximately 10:30 am.  

 

The next social event we have is a joint picnic for Provident 

3 Pillars and Elk Grove lodges. It will be held between 3:00 pm 

and 7:00 pm on July 24th at Elk Grove, CA. The cost is $7.50. 

 

Finally, we will hold our annual Tri-Tip Dinner on August 

28th at 6:30 PM. The menu will be tri-tip, baked potatoes, baked 

beans, salad, and deserts. The cost will be $15.00. 

 

The women of Elk Grove 173 and Provident Three Pillars 

609, and the women of Elk Grove Onisbo are cordially invited 

to our August Stated Meeting dinner at 6:30 pm on August 12th. 

When the Masons attend the stated meeting, Michelle 

Knackstedt will be hosting an Arts, Crafts, and Game event of 

special interest to the women. Bring your own needlepoint, cro-

cheting, or knitting! Anyone who wants to teach a technique is 

encouraged to communicate with Michelle at 916-798-8901. 

Maybe you want to teach how to make a particular item of culi-

nary interest.  If there is enough interest, Michelle is interested 

in making this event a monthly occurrence.  

 

I hope the brethren see a pattern here. Let’s make the lodge 

a place we can come to, to socialize and support not only our 

brother Masons, but our families and concordant bodies. 

 

Fraternally, 

 

Gary Knackstedt 
Senior Warden 

Date Raised Years Raised Lodge First Name Last Name

07/25/1991 19 Elk Grove No. 173 Philip Anglesey

07/19/1958 52 Hope No. 234 James France

07/29/1991 19 Lynwood No. 600 William Gotham III

07/20/2000 10 Elk Grove No. 173 Joseph Hassna Jr.

07/25/1985 25 Elk Grove No. 173 David Kent

07/27/2006 4 Elk Grove No. 173 Gary Knackstedt

07/19/2003 7 Elk Grove No. 173 Carlos Llarena

07/30/2009 1 Elk Grove No. 173 Michael Schaefer

07/14/1984 26 Elk Grove No. 173 Gayle Sinkey

07/07/1994 16 Elk Grove No. 173 Wayne Wood Jr.

Third Degree Anniversaries for 

July 
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Rose Assembly 

 
School is out and the girls of Rose Assembly are on the road again traveling to Official Visits and Northern Summer 

Camp.  Next our Grand Circulation Manager and Grand Representative to Oregon and Brazil, Kayla Allan will be leav-

ing for Oregon Grand Assembly.  Her entourage on this trip will be Mrs. Laybourn, our Mother Advisor, Mrs. Allen, 

and Kristin Harrisberger, our Faith.  I’m sure they will return with many fun stories.  They are leaving on June 22nd for 

the trip to Pendleton and returning, just in time for the opening of our fireworks booth. 

 

Rose assembly will open their fireworks booth on Monday June 28th.  Our booth will be in the shopping center at the corner of Consumes River Blvd 

and Bruceville Road and will be open from 10:00 AM to 10:00 PM including the 4th of July.  There is a Food Co at the center. 

 

Mark your calendars; July 14th at 7:00 PM is Masonic Appreciation night.  There will be a special ceremony in your honor and refreshments after-

wards.  The girls would be so excited if you all would attend this special night they are planning. 

 

If you would like information about joining Rose Assembly please contact the Mother Advisor, Mrs. Alicia Laybourn at 691-6577 and she will be 

happy to answer all your questions.  If you have a daughter or granddaughter who is the right age for Rosette Pledge, contact the Pledge Mother, Mrs. 

Maggi Baum at 744-1950.  The age for Rainbow is 11 years to 20 years.  Pledge is for girls 8 years to 12 years. 

 

Bethel #347 

 
A new term has begun for Bethel No. 347. On June 5, 2010, S. Bryceson was installed as Honored Queen. The officers are: K. 

Knackstedt, Sr. Princess; M. Rhodes, Jr. Princess; S. Brawner, Guide; E. Bjorklund, Marshal; M. DeRose, Chaplain; C. Kerr, 

Treasurer; L. Button, Recorder; C. Trimingham, Librarian, C. Martin, Sr. Custodian; M. Woolstencroft, 1st Messenger and K. 

Knackstedt, 3rd Messenger.  

 

In the few short weeks of the new term, the girls have already had their school of instruction, served lunch for York Rite, participated in a memorial 

service for a Past Associate Grand Guardian and practiced for their Grand Bethel skit.  

 

Grand Bethel in Visalia is the highlight for the month of June. The girls will be busy during the three days of their state convention. For the first time 

ever, the girls will be in the Variety Show doing their Mickey and Minnie “Thriller” skit. They will also participate in the Necrology (memorial) ser-

vice and assist with the music competition before coming home on Sunday, June 27, 2010.  

 

The Bethel’s Fireworks booth will open on Monday, June 28 at noon. It is located in the usual place in front of Pizza Bell in the CVS/Big Lots shop-

ping center on Elk Grove Blvd. and Emerald Vista Dr. This booth is the Bethel’s major fundraiser of the year and we appreciate your continued sup-

port, either working a shift or purchasing fireworks (or both).  

 

The Bethel Daughters will be hosting the July Pancake Breakfast on Saturday, July 17, 2010 from 8:00 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. The proceeds from this 

breakfast will be donated to M.A.D.D. (Mother Against Drunk Drivers). One of our Job’s Daughters sisters from Bethel 83, Stockton, was struck and 

killed by a drunk driver June 12, 2010, one week after becoming a Past Honored Queen. The girls want to donate the proceeds in her memory.  Please 

join us for breakfast in July.  

 

The Bethel will be dark during July and most of August. Please have a safe 4th of July and an enjoyable and relaxing summer.  

Events at Elk Grove Lodge #173 for the Month of July 2010 

July 1st, 7:00 PM - 1st Degree for Mr. Trautmann 

July 2nd, 6:30 PM - Del Olson Family Night Potluck 

July 4th, All Day - Happy Independence Day!!!!! 

July 6th, 7:00 PM - Hall Association Meeting                                        

     7:00 PM - Demolay Stated Meeting 

July 8th, 6:30 PM - Elk Grove Lodge Family Dinner    

     7:30 PM - Elk Grove Lodge Stated Meeting 

July 13th, 7:00 PM - Job’s Daughters Stated Meeting 

July 14th, 7:00 PM - Rainbow Stated Meeting 

July 16th, 7:30 PM - Eastern Star Stated Meeting 

July 17th, 8:00 - 10:30 AM - Monthly Pancake 

Breakfast (Job’s Daughters are hosting) 

July 20th 7:00 PM - Demolay Stated Meeting 

July 21st 7:00 PM - School of Instruction 

July 27th 7:00 PM - Job’s Daughters Stated Meeting 

July 28th 7:00 PM - Rainbow Stated Meeting 



 

An Important Reminder About Your Member Benefits 
 

You’re entitled to the following support services no matter where you reside – whether in California or out of state. 

 

Member 60 years or older and in good standing for five consecutive years, or his wife or widow 

¶ referrals to senior care providers, financial assistance, and/or care management in your home community, provided by Ma-

sonic Senior Outreach 

¶ admission to a Masonic Homes of California continuing care retirement community, located in Covina and Union City 

 

Member of any age and degree level 

¶ help dealing with family issues, such as the impact of divorce, the stresses of a special needs child, and other challenges, pro-

vided by Masonic Family Outreach 

 

Contact Masonic Assistance at 888/466-3642 or masonicassistance@mhcuc.org for information and support. 

 

Some other member and widow benefits:  

¶ monthly lodge Trestleboard  

¶ inclusion on lodge phone tree and mailings  

¶ bimonthly California Freemason magazine  

¶ access to the Member Center on freemason.org (members only)  

¶ Masonic funeral or memorial service (members only, at the request of family) 

¶ Use of the Elk Grove Masonic Center dining hall and facilities, at no charge, for an after service reception. 

 

Contact Brother Bill Hall at Bill.Hall@EDD.ca.gov, or 916 425-4160 with specific questions. 

 

For general information, contact Grand Lodge at 415/292-9180 or memberservices@freemason.org.  

 

Visit masonichome.org for information about all of these support services. 


